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IN THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
^plication. 

Listing of Claiifij^t 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently amended) The removable-unit storage module according to claim [[i]] 
9, v^rherein a multiplicity of such storage modules are conjSgur^ to work as an organised 
airay. 

3. (Currently amended) The removable-unit storage module according to claim [[4-]] 
9, wherein storage cells, robotic hands and module tracks are on both sides of the storage 
module. 

4. (Currently amended) The removable-unit storage module according to claim [[-t]] 
9, further comprising an elevator mechanism for moving robotic hands from one row of 
module tracks to another. 

5 . (Currently amended) ^F h e r e movable imit storag e modul e aooording to olaim 1 A 
removabl e-unit storage module, comDrisin&: 

a housing: 

Storage cells arranged within t he housing, wherein the storage cells contain a 
plurality of obiects: 

IQbotic hands to retrieve the pl uralitv of objects from the stomce cells! and 
mocjule tracks, wherein the mod ule tracks are substantially parallel rows^ 
configurable instances of tracks attached to the housing on which the robotic hand^ 
travel, wherein the module tracks spiral around the storage module from bottom to top. 
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6" (Cuixently amended) Tlic romovable unit atorago module aooordiog to olaim 1 ? 
farther oomprioing M removable-unit storage module. comp riRinp; 
ahousing: 

stprage cells arranged within the housing, wherein the storage cells contain a 

plurality of objects- 
robotic hands to retrieve th e plurality of objects from the storage ccHr- 
module tracks, wherein the module track$ are substantially parallel rows nf 

confisurabte instances of tracks attache d to the housing on which the robotic hands 

travel: and 

bridge tracks to connect the rows of module tracks on opposite sides of the 
storage module, and to connect rows of module tracks on one storage module to rows of 
module tracks on another storage module. 

7. (Previously presented) The removable-unit storage module according to claim 6, 
wherein the bridge tracks can be connected to and disconnected from the storage module 
dynamically. 

8. (Previously presented) The removable-unit storage module acconiing to claim 7, 
wherein the bridge tracks can be connected and discomiected from the storage module 
independently of each other, 

9. (Previously presented) A removable-unit storage module, comprising: 
a housing; 

storage cells arranged within the housing, wherein the storage cells contain a 
plurah*ty of objects; 

robotic hands to retrieve the plurality of objects from the storage cells; 

module tracks, wherein the module tracks are substantially parallel rows of 
configurable instances of tracks attached to the housing on which the robotic hands 
travel; and 
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bridge tracks to connect the rows of module tracks on opposite sides of the 
storage module, and to connect the rows of module tracks on one storage module to the 
rows of module tracks on another storage module; 

wherein the bridge tracks can be connected to and disconnected from the storage 
module dynamically; 

wherein the bridge tracks can be adapted to a variable distance between storage 
modules. 

1 0. (Previously presented) A removable-unit storage module, comprising: 
a housing; 

storage cells arranged within the housing, wherein the storage cells contain a 
plurality of objects; 

robotic hands to retrieve the plurality of objects from the storage cells; 

module tracks, wherein the module tracks are substantially parallel rows of 
configurable instances of tracks attached to the housing on which the robotic hands 
travel; and 

bridge tracks to connect the rows of module tracks on opposite sides of the 
storage module, and to connect the rows of module tracks on one storage module to the 
rows of module tracks on another storage module; 

wherein the bridge tracks can be connected to and disconnected from the storage 
module dynamically; 

wherein the bridge tracks can be adapted dynamically to the distance between 
storage modules while at least one of the storage modules is in motion. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The removable-unit storage module accoiding to claim 7, 
wherein the bridge tracks can be connected and disconnected from the storage module 
together as a column. 

12. (Currently amended) The removable-unit storage module according to claim [[+]] 
9. wherein the robotic hands move in one direction for each row of module tracks. 
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13. (Currently amended) The removable-unit storage module according to claim [t+]J 
9, wherein the storage cells hold data storage devices. 

14. (Cutrently amended) The removable-unit storage module accoiding to claim [[+]] 
9, wherein the storage cells hold inventoiy items. 

15. (Currently amended) The removable-unit storage module according to claim [[+]] 
9, wherein the storage cells are arranged in a rule based structure vwthin the housing. 

16-22. (Cancelled) 



23. (Currently amended) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 
[[33]] 27, wherein the bridge tracks allow robotic hands to move between module tracks 
on different storage modules and retrieve objects fiom the modules. 

24. (Currently amended) The removable-uoit storage network according to claim 
[[33]] 27, wherein the bridge tracks can be dynamically connected to and disconnected 
from module tracks on the storage modules. 

25. (Previously presented) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 
24, wherein the bridge tracks can be independently connected to and disconnected from 
module tracks on the storage modules. 

26. (Previously presented) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 
24, wherein several rows of bridge tracks can be connected to and disconnected as a unit 
from modiile tracks on the storage modules. 

27. (Currently amended) The romovoblo unit Dtomfic not^vork oooordine to oloim 23 ; 
flirthor comprigim^ A removable-unit storage network, comprising: 

multiple rem ovable-unit storage modules- 
bridge tracks which connect the storage modules: 

Pages of 10 
Smith etal.- 09/740,194 

PAGE7/12»RCVDAT7I28I20054:17:55PM [Eastern Daylight Timel'SVR:USPT0™F-6«^ 



0V/29/2005 15:20 9723857766 



YEE & ASSOCIATES, PC 



PAGE 



^betein the bridge trarlfs allow mhnti. h^ ^ ds to mnvp h^t^en module tr«r>c 
wherein the module tracks ar^ snhstantiallv nnr.Ti.i . p y^ of confia.,r.hl^ „f 
tracks attached to the housing of the stor.a^ m^Hm . on th. roly,tic hands travel- 

and 

meta data within each storage module which contains information about the 
resources available to that storage module at a given time. 

28. (Original) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 27. wherein the 
meta data comprises: 

the number of robotic arms; 
the location of the robotic arms; 
the identity of stored units; and 
the location of stored xmits. 

29. (Original) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 27. wherein the 
meta data is stored for short time intervals. 

30. (Previously presented) The removable^unit storage network according to claim 

29, wherein the meta data storage is associated with the storage module. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 

30, wherein such association persists when the storage module is moved. 

32. (Previously presented) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 
30, wherein such association persists when the storage module is reconfigured via 
moving bridge tracks. 

33. (Original) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 27, wherein the 
meta data is stored in a non-volatile memory storage medium. 
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34. (Previously presented) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 
27, wherein the meta data of separate storage modules are: 

integrated when storage modules are connected; and 
decoupled when storage modules are disconnected. 

35. (Currently amended) Th e removabl e unit otorggo network aocording to oloim 22, 
A removable-unit storage network, comprising: 

multiple removable-unit storage modules: 
bridge tracks which connect the storage modules: 

wherein the bridge tracks allow robotic hands tojtpove between module tracks^ 
wherein t he module tracks are substantiallYnarallel rovys of configurable instances of 
tracks attached to th e housing of the storage module on which the robotic hands travel: 
and 

wherein specific users liave access to specific storage modules within the 
network. 

36. (New) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 31, wherein the 
storage module is moved while the network is functioning. 

37. (New) The remo vable-unit storage network according to claim 32, wherein the 
reconfiguration occurs while the network is functioning. 

38. (New) The removable-unit storage network according to claim 34. wherein Ae 
integrating of meta data of separate storage modules when the storage modules are 
connected and the de coupling of meta data of separate storage modules when the storage 
modules a rc disconnected occurs while the network is functioning . 
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